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PREFACE. 


HE importunity and inceſſant en- 
treaties of friends, is generally the 

only apology an author has for troubling. 
the world with his productions. This is, 
as it were, a kind of a ſhield, which ſecures 
him, in ſome meaſure, from numberleſs at- 
tacks: and was I not to take ſhelter in the 
ſame aſylum, I ſhould, doubtleſs, fall a 


victim to the mercileſs critic. 


I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, then, it was 
owing to the repeated ſolicitations of my 
friends, that the following Diſcourſe was 
publiſhed. Conſcious of my own inability 
as an author, conſcious of my youth and 
inexperience, I reſiſted the united efforts of 


numbers, and equently begged to be ex- 
cuſed. 


Thinking, however, it would be the only 
opportunity I ſhould have of obliging them, 
and teſtifying my regard and affection, I 
complied with their requeſt, and gave it to 
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the printer, though with a wembling hand, 
doubtful of its ſucceſs. _ 


I was encouraged, indeed, with the 
thoughts of finding, that every field, how- 
_ ever barren and full of weeds, afforded ſome 
herb or other, that had its uſe and excel- 
lency : And though this Diſcourſe is not 
dreſſed in ſublime diction, and does not 
abound in fine ſtrokes of fancy, well- turned 
periods, grand metaphors, and rhetorical 
amplifications, yet, perhaps, it may afford 
ſome inſtruction, and ſome advantage, pro- 
bably, may accrue from the peruſal of it; 
and then, the moſt ambitious views and 
aſpiring thoughts of the author will be 
fatished, 


I nt U the Reader: that I le 
had an eye, in one or two places, on a 
French author; but as the hints are few and 


trifling, I need not apologize for the li- 
berty. 


I have only to add, that whatever errors 
he may diſcover, when he is acquainted 
it is wy firſt eſſay, and that I had very little 
time for the work, I hope he will impute 
them to inadvertency, and view them with 
an eye of candour. 


JOHN, 


FE +Þ 
LXEREFEIETE FETELEFEXER 


7 Td JIG ee (FTE OD {OT 


coo ooo coos 2080 2G00 COOD COOC co ©(AGE ©.Olo cAOrn COS 20G GEGO © 00P TOOD < B00 $000 0000 0005 110027 2 9009 0000 2000 


cotta okiks 3 ohretorkeroetal ohorketortoctecktookeaketor ia 
AEALEATALEEHELAEAL LEAKS = 


JoH W 


Peace I leave with you, my peace 1 
give unto you; not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you, Let not 
your Heart be troubled, neither let 
it be a 


"4 U R Bleſſed Saviour having now 
() finiſhed his public miniſtry upon 
2 earth, and knowing the time of 

his departure drew very near, privately ac- 
quainted his diſciples, his boſom friends, 
with his approaching death and aſcenſion 
Into heaven. Little children, ſays he, yet a 
little while I am with you; ye ſhall ſeek me, 
and as I ſaid unto the Jews, whither I go, 
e cannot come, fo now I ſay unto you. This 
ſudden and unexpected news, as one may 
very reaſonably ſuppoſe, awaked all their 
ſenſes, and filled their hearts with grief and 
ſadneſs, The thoughts of loling ſo good 
Y A 4 and 


Fd 


1 
and great a maſter, at ſuch a critical junc- | 
ture of time, was a potion too bitter and 
corroſive to drink, and too much for weak 
humanity to bear, Senſible to how man 
iuſults and injuries they would be expoſed, 
ſhould their patron and protector leave 


them; — what to do, whither to 80, or 


what ſhould become of them, alas ! they 


could not tell. 


No Soner; 83 did the Son of God 
perceive their ſorrow and heavineſs; no 


ſooner did he perceive the tears trickling 
down their cheeks, and their breaſts heaving 


with convulſive fighs, but he immediately 


_ endeavoured to cheer their drooping ſpirits, 
and to diſpel theſe dreadful apprehenſions 


they entertained of his abſence. And it 
was for this purpoſe that he addreſſes him- 
ſelf to them in ſuch an endearing and affec- 
tionate manner, in that diſcourſe he made 
at his laſt ſupper, a few hours before his 
paſſion ; and which St. John, for the con- 


ſolation of all ſucceeding chriſtians, hath 
wrote at large in his goſpel. There he bids 


them to be no ways troubled or concerned 


at his leaving them, not to let grief take too 


deep root in their heart, but to put their 
truſt and confidence in God]; in that being 


who is moſt holy, juſt, and wiſe, the Great 
N the Governor of all Things, the 
Sovereign 


LS 1 


Sovereign Diſpoſer. of all Events; and alſo 
to believe in him as being the Mediator 
between God and man, and he would 
aſſiſt them in all perils and dangers; and 
laſtly, in compenſation for their pains and 
labours, their ſufferings and perſecutions, 
he will take them to that heavenly manſion 

of bliſs, this Father's houſe, whither he was 
now going to prepare places for them. 


And leſt any of his apoſtles ſhould doubt 
his ability, and call in queſtion his power 
and prerogative, he ratifies and confirms 
theſe arguments by the expreſs declaration 
of his divinity and godhead. Believe me, 
ſays he, that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me; or elſe believe me for the very 
works ſake. As if he had ſaid, If you will 
not believe what I ſay, if you ſcruple to 
take my bare word, I appeal to matters of 
fact, to inconteſtable proofs. Let the mira- 
cles I have wrought amongſt you ſpeak ; 
ſurely they will convince you of my divine 
original. And then he adds, Yerily, verily, 
T1 jay unto you, he that believeth on me, the 


works that I do ſhall he do alſo; and greater 


works than theſe ſhall he do. And whatſoever 
e ſhall aſs in my name, that will I do. 
After-that he aſſures them he will not leave 
them comfortleſs, as orphans expoſed to 
the wide world, and deſtitute of a parent's 
care, 


i 


„ 
care, but that he will pray the Father, and 
he ſhall give them another Comforter, that he 


may abide with them for ever. And, as if 


all theſe motives were not ſufficient to en- 
gage them in his ſervice, as if the mere pro- 


miſes of heaven in reverſion could not en- 


courage and animate them to fight manfully 
under his banner, and ſpur them on to 


glory and conqueſt, he tells them, he will 


leave them in poſſeſſion of a real and actual 


bleſſing, his peace. Peace I leave with you, 
Se. : IT PB | . 


That this bleſſing might have its due 
influence on the minds of the apoſtles, our 
Saviour diſplays it, with all its collateral ap- 
pendages, in a very maſterly and ſtriking 
manner. Like a ſkilful painter, he exhibits 
the picture in the moſt advantageous light, 
that none of its beauties and excellencies 


might eſcape the notice, or fail of attraQting 
the admiration of the ſpecta rs. 


Firſt, He tells them what his bequeſt 
was, his peace; Peace I leave, &c. 


Secondly, He tells them, it was not a 


mere compliment, a common formality, but 


a real bleſſing ; . as the world Fan Ec. 
And 


1 1 

And laſtly, He infinuates to them the 
fruit or happy effects of that peace ; Let 
not your heart, Sc. 


Which three propoſitions, ſhall be the 
ſabject of our preſent meditation, and con- 
ſidered in their proper order. 


In the firſt place: —As heaven is the ſeat 
of Chriſt's glorious empire, and not the 
kingdoms of this world, it is obvious, that 


the favours he confers, on his ſubjects muſt 


be correſpondent to the circumſtances of the 
place. The peace here then left, does not 
conſiſt in a long and happy life, in wealth 
and affluence, in pomp and pageantry, in 
gaiety and diſſipation, and ſuch like tran- 
ſitory delights. Theſe objects may captivate 
the Iſrael according to the fleſh, the un- 
happy many, who make earth their heaven, 
who, like brutes, are actuated by the im 
pulſe of their paſſions, and are governed by 

the arbitrament of their ſenſes, thoſe de- 

luded ſouls, who think man was ſent into 
the world only to take his paſtime therein; 
but not the Iſrael according to the ſpirit, : 
the happy ſew, who live abſtractedly in the 

World, who mortify the deeds of the body, 
and lop off every luxuriant deſire and ex- 
creſcent inclination. Thele ſet their affec- 
tions on things above, hold ſweet converſe 
with God, and feed on inviſible realities in 
heaven. 
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| heaven. They experience and feel a peace 


within them, which all the powers of the 
world conſpired together cannot give, and 


which all the powers of earth and hell 
cannot take from them. It is a peace, 
which ariſes from the teſtimony of a 


good conſcience, from the pardon of their 
ſins, from a ſenſe of the favour of God, and 


of the 2822 of Cre with them by the 
ſpirit. 


And this is the peace Chriſt here leaves 
to his apoſtles, as it were, by his laſt will 
and teſtament, this is the preſent he gene- 


rouſly makes them, and all that can produce 
a proper title, and are heirs according to 


the covenant of grace. And, indeed, what 


1s there beyond this that Chriſt could give 


or man enjoy in this life. It ſo completes 
the ſcheme of a chriſtian's happineſs, that 
there is not room even for a with. By this 
God is reconciled, the world pacified, and 
the powers of darkneſs vanquiſhed, heaven 
is within reach, and ſolicits his acceptance. 
Glory, then, be to God in the Higheſt, and 
on earth peace, g00d-will towards men. 


Peace, in the common acceptation of the 
word, is reckoned the greateſt bleſſing a 
land can enjoy. It is the ſource of all 
worldly good, the parent of commerce, the 
handmaid of plenty, the nurſe of arts and 

{ciences, 
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ſciences, the hope of all good men, and 
the deſpair of the devil. And if ſuch are 


the advantages of this peace, if hiſtory ſo 
abounds with its praiſes and panegyrics, 
what ſublime notions ought we to enter- 
tain of the peace of God ; how ought we 
to dwell continually upon the contemplation 
of this inheritance, and ſhew forth its ex- 
cellency to the ſons of men? But, alas! 


how ſhall we do that? How to begin, or 


where to end, the imagination would be loſt 


and bewildered, words would fail, and lan- 
guage be beggared in the attempt. In ſhort, 


it is a peace which paſſeth all human under- 


ſtanding. 


To recommend it, however, to your con- 
ſideration and ſerious regard, it may not be 
amiſs to ſhew, that without this peace of 


God, the peace of the world, ſuch as plea- 


ſures, riches and honours, afford no real 


fatisfaction to the mind. 


When: looks into the world, and exa- 
mines the various troubles and calamities 
mankind labor under, will find, that the 
greateſt part of them take their rife from 
our own imprudence and miſconduct. A 
man loſt to all ſenſe of virtue and religion, 
in whatever character l:e acts, will make 

but a mean and deſpicable figure on the 
grand 
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grand theatre of humanity. If he is the 


minion of fortune, and heaven hath ſhower- 


ed down its bleſſings upon him, he will 
loll with folding arms on the downy lap of 
pleaſure, and neglect the end of his exiſtence, 
and the great duties of ſociety ; or he will 
abandon himſelf to drunkenneſs, gluttony 


and debauchery, and by that means bring 


upon himſelf, and entail upon. his poſterity, 
a world of miſeries, evils and diſeaſes ; or he 
will fall a prey to that demon, avarice, offer 
up his morning and evening vows to the 
golden calf, and will lock up his life, his 


_ foul, his very god, in a full coffer; or 


greedy of popularity, with its trophies of 


renown, fond of eclipling royalty itſelf, 


he will aſcend the airy ladder of ambition, 


till dazzled by the effulgence of his ho- 


nor and glory, and regardleſs of his ſteps, 


he will tumble headlong from his elevated 


ſtation, and become the object of univerſal 


hatred, ridicule and contempt. Thus, not 


knowing where to terminate his deſires, he 


will give a looſe to his craving and predo- 
minant appetites, and will convert into gall 


and bitterneſs, as the ſpider converts into 

poiſon, the eflence of the ſweeteſt flowers, 

the very means that providence had beſtow- 

ed upon him for his comfort and happineſs. 

Or even if fortune has frowned upon his 

birth, and in this ſea of life his — 
: ar 


N 


bark is expoſed to the mercileſs waves of ad- 


verſity, not having this anchor of hope, the 


peace of God, he will be unable to buoy 
up bis ſinking ſpirits, and will ſoon foun- 
der on ſome rock or ſhelf, or ſink into the 


bottomleſs pit of deſpair. 


Belſhazzar, in the eyes of the world, 


Was a very happf i, and powerful Prince. 
The ſplendor and brilliancy of his throne, 


the immenſity of his treaſure, the ex- 
tent of his empire, was the wonder and 


admiration of the whole earth. Favourites 
and flatterers, without number, ſwarmed 
round his palace, and the faireſt damſels in 
his kingdom were prodigal of their favours 
to him. His tables were loaded with the 


moſt exquiſite delicacies, his cups ſparkled 
with the richeſt wines, and his lam 


ſcattered a profuſion of perfumes, and rivalled 


the ſun in his noontide glory. The ſweeteſt 
undulating ſounds of the lute baniſhed 
grief, and the toftly- pleaſing voice of the 
finger chaſed away fadneſs. Every hour 
was fraught with a new addition of pleaſure, 
and the day ended and began, with feaſts 


and dances, with revelry and merriment. 
But, ah! how ſoon was this ſcene changed. 


Conſcious of an abominably ill-ſpent life, 
conſcious of having lived in a continued 
courſe of rebellion againſt his own reaſon, 
and the all- perfect law of God, when he 
ſaw the fatal hand-writing upon the wall 

that 
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that denounced the deſtruction both of 


him and his kingdom, His countenance oy 
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, 
that the joints of his loins were hoſed, and tis 
knees Jy one againſt another. 


Our modern worldlings, ie is true, are 
never warned by ſuch mi bulous hand-writ- 
ings, to fly the impending ruin and deſtruc- 
tion, yet conſcience, that vicegerent of 


the Omnipotent, ſtings them to the quick, 
and baniſhes-all peace and tranquillity from 
the mind. For a time, perhaps, they may 
jull and charm this mental monator aſleep, 


yet ſooner or later it will awake, and fill the 
breaſt with ſuch dreadful agitations, as the 
riches of ten thouſand *worlds cannot 


calm. There will be no peace to them. They 
vill be like the troubled ea when it cannot reſt, 


whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. The 
things of this life, when the ſoul is thus 
oppreſſed, when it. is labouring under ſuch 
a heavy load of guilt, and under a ſenſe of 
its own condemnation, will be ſo far from 


affording us any real ſatisfaction, that they 
will be as ſo many curſes, and only ſerve to 


make us the more completely miſerable; 
and our condition will be a thouſand times 
more deplorable than a Lazarus at our gate, 
begging the crumbs that tall from our 
table. 


1 


oF | 

Add to this, the peace of this world 
is neceſſarily terminated, but the peace 
of God endureth for ever. The latter 
is like a fountain of water, pure and 
perennial, ſpringing up into eternal life. 
It is a rock of defence, on all emergen- 
cies and occaſions, in proſperity and ad- 
verſity, in fickneſs and in health, and 
particularly in the hour of death and in 
the day of judgment. The former is pre- 
carious and uncertain, liable to a variety 
of changes and viciſſitudes. To-day, Nn 
enjoy the pleaſing proſpect of a calm; to- 
morrow, we are terrified with the e 
of a tempeſt. To- day, the lute ſounds the 


gentle ſtrains of peace; to-morrow, the 


hoarſe- mouthed clarion ſounds to war. 


To-day, health fits ſmiling on the cheek ; 
to-morrow, the pallid hue of ſickneſs covers 
the face. To-day, we ſurfeit in plenty; 
to-morrow, we ſtarve for want. To-day, 
we ſhine in meridian glory ; to-morrow, we 
are inveloped in the midnight darkneſs of 
ſhame. To-day, we are in favour, the 
idol of the people; to-morrow, we are in 


diſgrace, the contempt of all. To- day, we 
are upon the throne, crowded with atten- 


dants; to-morrow, upon the ſcaffold, with 
not a friend to bid farewell. To-day, we are 


in life; to-morrow, we are claſped in the 


cold arms of death. 


1 But 
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But it may be aſked, How can Chriſt 
give this peace as his own ; how can he 

ſay to his diſciples, My peace I give unto 
you, ſince none but God himſelf hath 

power to make peace or war? It zs I, faith 

the eternal God, by the mouth of his pro- 
phet, that make peace and create evil, I the 

Lord do all theſe things. 0 J 


It is true, this peace is called the peace 
of God in general, as it is to God the Fa- 
ther that all power and authority are at- 

tributed. It is alſo repreſented to us in 
ſcripture as the effect and operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as it is he that implants and 
eſtabliſhes it in our hearts. But why 
ſhould it not equally be called the peace 
of Jeſus Chriſt, fince God the Father 
gives this peace in him, and for the love 
of him. And Chriſt himſelf, when man 
ſtood at a great diſtance from his God, 
when he durſt ſcarce lift his guilty eyes to 
injured heaven, took upon him the negocia- 
tion of our new alliance, He came, he died, 
he conquered ; and reconciled us to his 
Father, and procured us pardon and peace. 
De chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, 
and by his ſtripes we are healed. And being 
juſtified by faith, through this redeemer, doe 
have peace with God, through Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord. —— We 
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We will confeſs, indeed, that the holy 


ſpirit formeth this peace in our hearts; but 


who gives us this ſpirit? Was it not he 


that ſaid, I will pray the Father, and he 
Hall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever. Into his hands I 
will remit this peace, he ſhall be the diſpoſer 
of it, and by his means ye ſhall ſtill re- 


ceive every mark of my affection, conſtant 


care, and protection. Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you; not as the 
world groeth, give I unto you. It was not, 
you lee, my brethren, a mere compliment, 
not a common formality, ſo generally 


practiſed in the world, but a real bleſſing, 


as we ſhall now, in the ſecond place, prove. 


Daily experience tells us, that whoever 


draws his ſcheme of peace and happineſs 
from the world, will be miſerably diſap- 


pointed in his expectations. To lay any 
ſtreſs on the power and ability of man, a 
creature whoſe being and exiſtence is held 


by a very precarious tenure, and is ſolely. 


at the diſpoſal of his creator, would be 


as fooliſh and abſurd, as to build your 
Houſe upon the ſand, which, when the 
winds and rains beat againſt it, will fall, 


and perhaps bury you in the ruins. How 


many do we {ee in the circle of our own 


B 2 acquaintance, 
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acquaintance, who might make heir light. 
Shine before men, and ſhew their good 
works in a very conſpicuous manner, who 
might be Ie à city ſet on a hill, obvious to 
every one, and yet have not the leaſt ſpirit 
or generoſity. They can behold the hun- 
gry, the thirſty, the naked and the priſo- 
ner with an eye of indifference, and never 
ſtretch out the hand of beneficence to 
their relief. Others we ſee who would 
willingly diffuſe the bleſſings of this life 
for the general benefit of mankind, who, 
like Job, cannot ſee any periſh for want of 
clothing, or any Poor without covering, 
but, alas! have it not in their power. 
Like the ſun, the enlivening principle of 
the creation, forbid by intercepting clouds 
to ſhine in its full ſplendor, they are denied 
the power of diſplaying, in its full luſtre, 
a kind and charitable diſpoſition. Beſides, 
truth and honeſty are virtues ſo ſeldom 
practiſed amongit men, that even the 
Wiſhes of half the world are feigned and 
hypocritical. One man, being the very 
quinteſſence of politeneſs and the pink of 
good breeding, to ſpeak in the modiſh 
ſtyle, will ſtun your ears with a mere 
"ak of words and common-place compli- 
ments, without the leaſt friendſhip or ſin- 
cerity. 


Another 
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Another will be courteous and obliging, 
liberal and profuſe in his profeſſions of 
kindneſs and reſpect to you, and ſeem en- 
tirely devoted to your ſervice, having at the 
ſame time a heart full of treachery and 
deceit. He will ſmile in your face, and 
receive you with open arms into his em- 
braces, and in your abſence he will not 
ſcruple to wound your honour, intereſt 
and reputation. Like the man deſcribed 
by the Pſalmiſt, 7he words of his mouth are 
ſmoother than butter, but war is in his heart; 
his words are fofter than oil, yet are they 
drawn ſwords. He will cloke his baſe and 
villainous deſigns under the ſacred garb of 
love and affection, that he may, with 


more ſecurity, ſtab. the dagger in your 
breaſt. 


Thus did Joab to his brother Amaſa. 
And TFoab ſaid to Amaſa, Art thou in health, 
my brother ? And foab took Amaſa by the 
beard with his right-hand to kiſs him; but 
naſe took no heed to the ſword that WAs 

n Toab's hand; ſo he ſmote him therewith 


in the fifth r1b, and ſhed out his bowels 70 
the ground. 55 


We may farther add, thas :ntereſt and 
ſelfiſnneſs are the only objects the world 


B 3 . hath 
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hath in view. When it giveth its peace, 
it is generally done out of policy and cun- 
ning. They bite with their teeth, ſays the 
prophet Micah, and cry Peace; and he that 
 putteth not into their mouth, they even pre- 
pare war againſt him. We pay our reſpects 
to the Great, we fawn and flatter "them, 
we cry out in their hearing, Peace be to 
thee, and peace be to thine houſe, and peace 
be to all that thou haſt. But what is the 
end of all theſe acclamations ? It is only 
to gain the favor and affection of men, and 
to melt them down to our private wiſhes, 
at the price of the airy incenſe of adulation 
we offer up to them. 


But to ſpeak peace and comfort to the 
afflicted, to draw the poor from the mire, 
to defend innocence againſt the torrent of 
injuſtice, to avenge virtue oppreſſed by the 
wickedneſs of the age, are duties of life 
which our modern and refined chriſtians 
| ſcarce think themſelves obliged to perform. 
Brotherly love, the ſpirit of all religion, 
and the grand characteriſtic of our divine 
maſter and his holy apoſtles, is a virtue 
ſtruck out of our li, and ſcarce noticed 


or regarded by uy; 


What 


| What now, my 8 muſt be done? 
Is every avenue of comfort ſhut up? Are all 
the hopes of a chriſtian's happineſs vaniſh- 
ed? Do all his reſearches and enquiries 
after peace from the world prove ineffec- 
tual and abortive ? If fo, let him fly to the 
ſtandard of our great peace-maker Jeſus 
Chriſt, and he will find in him an inex- 
bauſtible fountain. He is co-equal and 
co-eternal with God; he hath all power 
in heaven and in earth ; he hath all per- 
fection in and of himſelf. He hath power 
to give his peace to whom and in what 
manner he pleaſes, and his goodneſs 1s 
commenſurate with, and his liberality as 
extenſive and boundleſs as his power. 
Contrary to the ways and cuſtoms of the 
world, he will not denizen a falſity or pa- 
tronize a lie, he will not deal in compli- 
ments and flatteries, but in the ſincere ex- 
preſſions of ſacred love and affection. He 
is biaſſed by no prejudices, he is influenced 
by no prepoſſeſſions, but giveth his peace 
with truth and ſincerity, without any ſini- 
ſter views and without any reſpect of per- 
ſons. 


- When he was upon earth he left the 
proud and haughty, the well-fed world- 
ling, the ſelf-righteous and all-ſufficient 
Phariſce, 
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Phariſee, to their vices, and ſcattered them 
in the imagination of their hearts, He did 
not chuſe the wiſe men after the fleſh, the 
Jewiſh Rabbi, thoſe mercenary doctors, 
thoſe hireling prieſts, thoſe untaught teach- 
ers, who made their god their belly, and 
religion their gain, but the humble and 
meek, poor fiſhermen, people whom ma- 
lice itſelf could not ſuppoſe he received any 
favor from, and filled them with good 
things out of his hidden treaſury. And 
now he calls us to come and drink of the 
waters of life, without money and with- 
out price. Our poverty, mean dreſs or 
appearance, will not exclude us from any 
priviledge which Chriſt purchaſed by his 
death, but every inſolvent ſoul may take the 
benefit of that act of grace which was then 
paſſed. He ſendeth out his ſervants, the 
miniſters of his word, to call all nations 
and languages; he ſends them into the 
reets and lanes of the city, to call the maim- 
ed, the halt and the blind, men that could 
not help themſelves, men that were depri- 
ved of all worldly comfort, to partake of 
his free entertainment. 


In a word, he calleth all that labor and 
are heavy laden, and invites them to 
his reſt, and generouſly offers them his 

peace, 


— 

peace, the fruit of which would fill their 
hearts with joy unſpeakable, as we ſhall, 
in the laſt place, prove. And in order to 


effect this, regard muſt be had to the ſitu- 


ation of affairs relative to Chriſt and his 
apoſtles. 1 | 

\ To confine our enquiries within the 
limits of things preſent, and to look only 

through the denſe and falſe medium of our 

ſenſes, we muſt acknowledge their caſe 


was really deplorable and calamitous, and 


that one and all had juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint. Wherever they caſt their watchful 
eyes, the proſpe& was black and gloomy ; 
nothing but objects of woe and ſights of 
ſorrow preſented themſelves ; not one ema- 
nation of hope could penetrate the dark- 
_ neſs to variegate and diverſify the ſcene. 


On the one hand, perſecution was ready 
to wave her bloody banner over the land, and 


call her barbarous ſons to action. The 


Jewiſh Sanhedrim, they ſaw, were racking 
their invention, ſtraining every nerve and 
ſummoning every power to the field, to 
ſuppreſs their maſter's doctrine, and to ex- 
tirpate the whole race of his followers. 


And on the other hand, they had left all to 


follow Chriſt, ſome their wives and chil- 
dren, others their fathers and mothers, o- 
: thers 
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thers their brethren and ſiſters, others their 
houſes and land, and others their all. 
And to receive no recompence, to have 
nothing given them in lieu of what they 
had loſt, to have nothing in view but po- 
verty, exile and death, was very melancholy 
and grievous. Certainly in this emergency 
they muſt condemn their own conduct, 
and think themſelves infatuated to a mi- 
racle to be thus impoſed upon. But what 
is more aggravating, is the ſhameful diſ- 
appointment they muſt meet with in their 
expectations of Chriſt's kingdom. They 
fooliſhly thought that he was ordained by 
God to be the deliverer of Iſrael, that he 
would extend his empire over the whole 
world, free the Jews from the Roman 
yoke, and reſtore them again to their loſt 
dignity, and that they themſelves would 
hold great poſts of honor in this ſecular 
kingdom. They thought themſelves partly 
| ſeated on the twelve thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael, and were diſputing 
among themſelves whoſhould have the high- 
eft ſeat, who ſhould hold the reins of go- 
vernment in their hands. And now hear- 
ing that he was going to leave the world in a 
very ignominious manner, to be nailed to 
the croſs like a common malefactor, this 


fapped the foundation of all their hopes. 
Oh, 
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Oh, terrible thought! Oh, dreadful re- 
flection! Inſtead of pomp and grandeur, 
dignities and titles, troubles and afflictions, 
ridicule and contempt muſt be their por- 
tion, their laughter muſt be turned into 
mourning, and their joy into Sens oh 


But, e if we view, the 
matter with an eye of faith, the ſcene will 
be changed, the dark clouds of grief dif- 
pelled, and the ſun of conſolation will 
| ſhine in his meridian ſplendor. For, tho” 
they ſhould ſuffer all manner of perſecu- 
tion, he promiſes them he will be their 
guardian- angel, and defend them againſt 
all their adverſaries. They bad left all 
indeed to follow Chriſt, yet they readily 
acknowledged they had lacked nothing in 
his ſervice, had not been deſtitute of the 
neceſſaries of life, but had lived as plen- 
tifully and comfortably as ever. If they 
had forſaken fathers and mothers, brethren 
and fiſters, wives and children, lofles 
which one would be tempted to think 
were irreparable, he tells them they thall 
receive more than an equivalent ; for the 
peace that he left and gave them, would 
afford them ſuch an exuberance of pleaſure 
and comfort, as would ſurpaſs their moſt 
ſanguine expectations. Their relation and 

2 atfinity 
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affinity to Chriſt, their communion with' 
the ſaints, and their title to eternal life, 
will ſuperſede all other connections, and 
will be to them fathers and mothers, bre- 
thren and fiſters, and wives and children. 
If they had left houſes and land, he pro- 
miſes them they ſhall be reimburſed "ad 
ſufficiently recompenſed ; for his peace 
would put them in poſſeſſion of the inhe- 
ritance of the ſaints in light, the glorious 
reſidence of God himſelf, where there are 
many manſions. Though they were not 
inveſted with ſecular power, though they 
were not granted ſpecial prerogatives, par- 
ticular priviledges, and peculiar immunities 
above the reſt of mankind ; thaugh they 
were not advanced to the dignity of judges 
and peers of the realm, yet the peace he 
gave them would advance them to places 
far above all principalities and power, _ 
might and dominion. They ſhall be peers 
of paradiſe, and aſſeſſors with Chriſt rr 
ſelf in the great judgment-day, where the 
ſmile or the frown, the approbation or 
cenſure of an all-wiſe and juſt God, muſt 
determine the final doom of the whole 
world. Laſtly; though they ſhould be 
driven from the ſynagogue, excommuni- 
cated as falſe teachers, baniſhed their coun- 
try, and ſuffer all the crueltics and tortures 
which 
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- which the malice of men and the rage of 
the devil could invent or put in execution, 
the peace that he gave them would con- 
vince them that their names were wrote in 
the book of life, and at death they would 
be denizens of the New Jeruſalem and 
fellow-citizens with Chriſt himſelf. 


From this view of the peace of God, 


though but tranſient and imperfect, no one, 
I think, in this ſerious congregation, will 


blame the choice of the apoſtles, or hefi- 
tate himſelf one moment to embrace it. 
You have ſeen on what foundation you 
have to build ; you have good and evil, 


the peace of God: and the peace of the 
world, ſet before you, and you are capa- 


citated to act independently, and to chuſe 
whatever engages your affections. Hals 
not, then, between two opinions; if the 
Lord be God, follow him ; but if Baal, then 
follow bim. If the world can fill the vaſt 
capacities of the ſoul, if the things of ſenſe 
and time can afford you ſolid happineſs, 


indulge every appetite, gratify every incli- 


nation, and expand in ftilken eaſe. Ran- 
ſack the whole creation, try what the 


raptorous charms of beauty, Sampſon's 


lovely Delilahs, will avail; ſee what 


Haman's pride and ambition, Ahaſuerus's 


poop 
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pomp and grandeur, Nebuchadnezzar's 
boundleſs empire will yield. Sound the 
deep plots, the profound ſchemes, the al- 
moſt fathomleſs deſigns of the politician, 
and tell me if true felicity dwells there. 
Alas! my brethren, I need not pauſe for a 
reply, or aſk you the reſult of your enqui- 
ries. Reaſon and philoſophy, excluſive of 
revelation, will inform you, that all things 
are vanity and vexation of ſpirit. Or, if 
this proves ineffectual, and you turn a deaf 
ear to ſuch conviction, let experience ſhew 
you your error and infatuation. Enter the 
lifts againft the Almighty, and bid defi- 
ance to his arm, and ſee what a terrible 
thing it is to fall into the hands of an 
angry God. In vain will you then ſolicit 
the mountains for protection, and the rocks 
for refuge; for the vengeance of God will 
purſue you, and make vou cry out, like 
| Cain, My pain is greater than I can bear. 


Or bar let me doſe you, (and it is 
my laſt and beſt advice) in the words of 
dying Moſes, to be wiſe and conſider your 
latter end, that when Gabriel's trumpet 
ſhall. ſhake the earth's foundation, when 
the graves ſhall teem with reſurrection, 
and the roaring ſea vomit up the dead, 

Mb you. 
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you may approach the throne of God 
with boldneſs. What difference is it what 
part we have acted in life's grand drama, 
if we only quit the ſtage with honor 
and * "ug Though we ſhine as a 
ſtar of the firſt. magnitude in the con- 
ſtellation of nobility, or glimmer like a 
glow- worm, ſcarce noticed by the nightly 
traveller, when we ftand at. the bar of 
Jeſus Chriſt we ſhall be upon a level. The 
pampered lord muſt lay down his inſignia, 
and appear naked in — world of ſpirits, 
as well as the hungry beggar. 


Was! then to ind you all the profpe- 
rity imaginable, that every breeze might 
be fraught with health, that your granaries 
might be filled with corn, h your ſheep 
might bring forth thouſands and ten thouſands 
in your ſireets, and not with you the peace 
of Jeſus Chriſt, it would indicate in me 
the blackeſt ingratitude, and the greateſt | 
want of love and affection; nay, my duty 
to my God and my duty to you, loudly calls 
upon me to tell you, young and old, rich 
and poor, to fell all that you have, and buy 
this prank of great price. 


Ever 


IL g2 5) 


Sc. 


Fuer ſolicitous for your everlaſting wel- 
Fare, fince I have been your miniſter, and 
ſtudious of promoting the knowledge of 
God, I have not told you ſmooth things; 
T have not charmed your ears or ſoothed 
your minds with vanities; I have not, like 
the prophets complained of by God in Je- 
remiah, cauſed you to err by lies, but as 
much as in me lies, have told you the plain 
truth of the goſpel. I have always ad- 
vifed you to make God your friend, and 

be at peace with him at all events; and 

now I bid you farewell, and pray that he 
| peace of God may keep your hearts and minds, 


—— 


